EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW WITH PETER GAMMONS
Fresh off their exhilarating World Series win over the defending champion Allentown Ridgebacks, Stamford Zoots GM and Manager Paul Marazita sat down for his yearly interview with Peter Gammons to discuss the World Series, the 2004 season and other related issues.  A transcript of that interview follows:

PG:
Paul, so good to see you – and under a little better circumstances than last year.
PM:
[smiling] Peter, win or lose, you are my guy…and yes, the circumstances this year are a little more to my liking, no doubt.  it is always my pleasure to sit down with you.
PG:
In preparation of our interview today, I was looking back at last year’s transcript.  I am going to play a little clip for you and then ask you to respond.
PM:
You’re the boss big guy.

Transcript from 2002:

PG:
One last question.  I know it is contrary to how you think, but have you taken a moment to reflect about this wonderful run.  Three championships.  All-time wins leader.  The list goes on and on.

PM:
You’re right, it is not in my nature to look back.  In fact, I am convinced that it is exactly that type of thinking that has resulted in me sitting next to you in early November.  I slipped up.  I started to read the press clippings.  The thought that, ‘hey, even if we lose, no one can take away the three trophies” snuck in there.  I am ashamed to admit it, but it did happen.  What I can PROMISE is that we will break camp in Florida next season ready to turn it up a notch…ready to get back to the details that made us three-time champions.  I am not certain we will get there, but anyone on this team that isn’t committed to making it happen will be shown the door.  Pronto.  That’s the message.  From the top down, this will be a different team in 2003.  Bet on it
PM:
Sure, I remember it…like it was yesterday.  That was our team motto this year, “Back to Basics.”  I took, and continue to take, full responsibility for the 2002 fiasco.  I got mentally soft.  Nothing gets you hardened like a good kick.  I feel to this day we had a better team than the Cowtippers last year – we owned him in the regular season and we should have owned him in the playoffs.  However, we just did not have that same fire as year’s past and it started at the top.  Don’t get me wrong…I talked the talk that year.  However, in reality, I got satisfied.  I blinked.  I never thought it was possible with my personality, but I did.  This year was just different.  Billy Bone and I had a plan.  We executed the plan.  We may have had the deepest offensive team in our history.  When you have Ortiz, Colbrunn, Payton, Blum and Schneider on your bench for the playoffs, that is depth.  Teams are reluctant to bring in the specialty lefty to face Olerud when I will counter with Colbrunn in a heartbeat and STILL have Ortiz around for later in the game.  It creates uncertainty in other teams – people reacting to us versus doing what they want to do.  Its like controlling the tempo in a basketball game.  We dictated.  Others reacted.  Its like what your football coach tells you when you are a kid and learning to tackle – it hurts a lot less when YOU are the hitter vs. the hittee.
PG:
You did do some whacking around this year.  First in the OL in hitting, first in hitting, tied for 2nd in fielding….back to basics, right?
PM:
Well, the Zoots don’t usually lead the league in hitting…that’s for sure…but the pitching, the fielding…yes, that was back to basics.
PG:
Let’s talk about the staff.  You go out and get Hudson in exchange for Magglio before the season.  You had to be excited about getting a guy like Hudson locked up to a longer-term contract.
PM: 
Absolutely.  At the time of the trade, absolutely.
PG:
But Hudson did not exactly get it done and, before you know it, he is sent packing to Kansas for Derek Lowe…a one-year rental.  Why?
PM:
Lowe had an absolutely phenomenal year in 2002 – and was very balanced against righties and lefties.  He’ll never pitch that well again.  Hudson had a serious weakness against LH hitters.  Its not easy getting through playoff lineups with a severe negative split issue.  It was tough – and has become tougher now, with hindsight, knowing how well Hudson would have pitched for me in the coming year – but a World Series championship has a way of taking the “sting” out of just about anything like that.
PG:
What did you consider the coup de grace regarding your moves?
PM:
Getting that second, dominant righty for the playoffs.  No question.  He was only one guy, but Millwood changed our staff from top to bottom. 
PG:
You took a lot of crap over that one from the BDBL press.  Reaction?
PM:
I gave up two cheap, quality pitchers for a guy in his walk year on a team going nowhere in 2003.   If I got wound up over all the idiocy coming from the BDBL press corps, the hole in my stomach would be larger than it is now.  Accordingly, I just try to let it slide off like water off a duck’s back.  I try to focus on my team.  Others don’t.  I wish I had time to get so involved in everyone’s else’s business…but my approach on this matter has been fairly effective.  I’ll stick with it and leave other people to their inane, tiresome commentary.
PG:
How about those playoffs, huh?
PM:
Wow.  Yes.  How about them.  A five-game constant nailbiter that felt like eight with Marlboro.  A super hard-fought, come from behind series with Bear Country.  And, finally, that drama-filled World Series for the ages.  What more is there to say.  I beat three VERY talented teams who gave me everything they had and then some.  I told each of them privately after the various series, but I’ll say it again here.  My hat is off to Ken, Matt and Tom.  It was a privilege and an honor to do battle with you.  I have no doubt whatsoever that you will all be heard from again…and very soon at that.
PG:
Let’s switch to the World Series.  Let’s do a little word association game.  I’ll give you a word/name/phrase, you give me the first thing that pops into your head.
PM:
Cool, kind of like my therapy sessions.  You have a couch?
PG:
[LAUGHING]  No, ESPN doesn’t give me a budget for furniture.  OK, here’s a good one to start with…Barry Bonds.
PM:
Avoid…avoid…avoid…at all costs.
PG:
To the tune of NINE intentional walks?
PM:
Yes.  Billy and I decided at the beginning of the series to have four major groundrules:  (i) Make someone other than Bonds beat us…no matter how unconventional it appeared; (ii) Run up ALN’s pitch counts at every opportunity to give us a chance the second time through when they were all on short rest; (iii) Innings 7 through 9 are reliever “match-up” time.  Manny and Spivey don’t see lefties.  Walker, McGriff and Jenkins don’t see righties unless they are the “right” righties; (iv) use the bottom of his lineup (7-9) to catch your breath.
PG:
And it resulted in some pretty unconventional results.  Walking Bonds to lead off innings in one run games.  Walking Bonds to put the tying or winning runs in scoring position with less than two outs etc. etc. etc.
PM:
Yep.  And the one time I really couldn’t do it, Game 6, because I couldn’t get Spivey and Koskie out leading off the inning, look what happened.  I blow a 5-0 lead and Bonds puts me away with a huge, late, 3-run homer.
PG:
Did you consider walking the bases loaded with no outs and up by two runs?
PM:
More than I want to admit.  Funny thing is, it was not that I was afraid of Manny beating me with a hit…I worried about him walking and scoring a run without taking the bat off his shoulder because my bullpen was tired, wild and completely unpredictable at that point.
PG:
OK, since you mentioned it, “Manny Ramirez.”
PM:
My savior.
PG:
Paul LoDuca and Julio Lugo.
PM:
The things that come to mind are not appropriate for your prime time audience Peter.  I’ll have to pass.
PG:
Clay Condrey
PM:
[CHUCKLING] You had to go there didn’t you?
PG:
Hey, just playing the game there Paul.
PM:
Fair enough.  My response?  Necessity.
PG:
What do you mean?
PM:
You can’t throw lefties against this team…particularly piles of oozing monkey crap like Chuck Finley who embarrassed himself and this organization throughout the season AND the playoffs.
PG:
Don’t hold back there Paul.
PM:
Chuck is not on my Christmas list and I am not on his.  Apparently, getting his rump kicked by his wife affected his on-the-field play…because this was not the guy I went out and traded Adrian Gonzalez for.
PG:
So you stand by your decision to start Condrey?
PM:
Every day and twice on Sunday and if Tom had decided to start Hendrickson against me, I would have applauded him for having the cajones to flip off the self-proclaimed “Diviners of Baseball Morality.”  It’s like Bob Brenly taking Ben Davis to task for bunting to break up a no-hitter a few years ago.  Who the hell is Bob Brenly and who does he think he is telling Ben Davis that he can’t try to win a game.  Screw Bob Brenly and screw those who wish to impose their morality on me or anyone else.  If I start Finley for one inning and bring in Condrey as a “cover pitcher” -- a tactic, apparently, that has been fully approved by the “Diviners” – would that have been OK?  How about starting Finley and then pitching each of my relievers for one plus innings?  Does that mean if Mark Prior got called up in September 2002 and pitched 25 innings in the regular season and dominated that the Cubs shouldn’t use him in the playoffs?  Why?  You put the team on the field that gives you the best opportunity to win.  I own my team.  I decide what that means for my team. If I break the rules, fine, punish me.  If not, stay out of my team’s business and I’ll stay out of yours.  And anyone who doesn’t like it can &*&*#$&*&#*&$*#&&#$*& [Bleeped for the kids]
PG:
Ok, moving right along…Billy Bone.
PM:
The Future of the Stamford Zoots.  Like the son I never had.
PG:
Any plans on when the future starts?
PM:
Well, I wasn’t going to say anything today, but I guess no time like the present.  Effective December 1st, I am stepping down as GM of the Stamford Zoots.  I will continue in my capacity as Owner and Team President.  Billy will be responsible for day-to-day operations with me as a behind-the-scenes consultant.

PG:
Holy cow, that is just huge news…and I broke the story…I am the greatest baseball commentator in the history of baseball….I ….

PM:
Are you finished Peter?

PG:
Sorry about that.  Don’t know what came over me.  Did you know this last season when we talked?  I remember my shock at the suggestion that you could ever relinquish control over anything.

PM:
I was 80% sure, but I could not do it until I brought the BDBL trophy back to its rightful place.  I have a sense of satisfaction.  Billy does not.  Billy is hungrier than ever.  Billy wants to go around and punch everyone in the chops and laugh at them when they can’t get up.  He has the killer instinct.  In short [LONG PAUSE]…Billy [TEARS WELLING UP]…

PG:
You ok there Paul?   I thought there was “no crying in baseball?”
PM: 
I’m not crying…got something in my eye.  
PG:
You look like Dick Vermeil watching a Hallmark commercial.

PM:
Peter, I can pick this up with Roy Firestone next year if you prefer.

PG:
No, no…sorry.  What were you saying about Billy?
PM: 
Billy has “it.”  And “it” is not something you find every day.

PG:
Any truth to the rumor that the Salem Cowtippers were wooing Billy and that is why you are making the move.

PM:
No, it’s true that Cowpies were sniffing around – we have already brought a tampering charge against them which will surely go nowhere considering the influence they have over the Commissioner’s office – but this transfer of power had been a foregone conclusion for many many months…contingent on us winning it this year of course.  Regardless, Billy would never leave me or this organization.  That was the funny thing from the start.  Watching the Salem brass try to impress him with a few extra bucks and some shiny trinkets.  They just don’t get it.  Duty.  Honor.  Zoots.  You can’t “buy” that.

PG: 
What do Kathleen and the kids think of this development?

PM:
Kathleen is happy, but she realizes that I will always live and breathe the Stamford Zoots regardless of my “title.”  The kids are too young to really understand, but I know I will love seeing more of them.

PG:
Which brings me to the future.  What is in store for next year?

PM:
Well, we are not optimistic.

PG:
Are you ever?

PM: 
Ok, fair enough…but this time I REALLY mean it.

PG:
So, does that mean the dreaded “R” word?

PM:
We prefer to call it a “consolidation year.”

PG:
Does that mean the end to the playoff run?

PM:
Well, the common perception in the BDBL is that you have to have a down year eventually – just look at Salem, Los Altos, Allentown, Kansas, Chicago – all the recent, repeat playoff teams.   They all had to face it at some point.  We will attempt to remain competitive while keeping our eyes set firmly on 2005.  However, if the right opportunity comes along, we won’t hesitate to jump…because, in the end, the strong act and the weak are acted upon.

PG:
Paul, as always, thank you for taking the time to speak with us.

PM:
Always a pleasure Peter.

